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 	Why are laboratory animals low risk?
There are several reasons for this low risk: commercial suppliers of laboratory animals have done an excellent job of producing disease-free animals; and institutions generally have developed good occupational health and safety programs that include active monitoring and care programs.

	Can behavioral conditioning reduce fear responses in laboratory animals?
Behavioral conditioning, the process by which an animal forms an association between a particular behavior and a particular reinforcing stimulus 3, can attenuate fear responses in laboratory animals. Conditioning has been used to reduce stress responses in numerous laboratory animal species, including rhesus macaques 7, dogs 8 and cats 9.

	How long does it take to train a laboratory animal?
The conditioning period after transport to the laboratory is an excellent time to begin (usually one or two weeks). Consistency in handling each animal is important. Most laboratory animals learn very quickly who their regular handlers or caretakers are, and accept the handling without undue stress.

	Do laboratory animals need handling and restraint methods?
Appropriate handling and restraint methods have been developed for most laboratory animal species. Skills in the appropriate handling and restraint methods should be attained BEFORE the research project starts.
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