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 	How does case sensitivity affect a file system?
Case Sensitivity mostly determines whether the file system sees capital letters as different. By default, it doesn't, which is why you can't have a file called "Fun.txt" and "fun.txt" in the same folder on a Mac. The file system sees the file names as identical, even if they look different to you.

	Does Disk Utility recognize a case sensitive file system?
Don’t recognize a case sensitive file system. And simply won’t work right. That’s a clear downside to formatting your external drive in Disk Utility as APFS case sensitive. On a standard APFS volume. Your folder photo, Photo and PHOTO are in the same place on your external USB drive.

	Is APFS case sensitive?
Both APFS (Apple File System) and APFS case sensitive are at their core the same file system. They are both made by Apple Inc and released in in 2017. APFS was designed for the faster speed of SSD (Solid State Drives) and flash drives. It wasn’t until Mac OS Big Sur that APFS was supported for a Mac Time Machine backup.

	Is Mac OS X Case Sensitive?
UNIX-based systems are generally case sensitive and Mac OS X was the first Mac operating system based on the UNIX standard, so this is a little unusual. Presumably, a case-sensitive file system was just seen as less user-friendly. Today, enabling case sensitivity could break some Mac apps that expect a case-insensitive file system.




 

 Overview

Disk Utility on Mac supports several file system formats: 
•Apple File System (APFS): The file system used by macOS 10.13 or later. 
•Mac OS Extended: The file system used by macOS 10.12 or earlier. 
•MS-DOS (FAT) and ExFAT: File systems that are compatible with Windows. 
 support.apple.com 


Apple File System (APFS)

Apple File System (APFS), the default file system for Mac computers using macOS 10.13 or later, features strong encryption, space sharing, snapshots, fast directory sizing, and improved file system fundamentals. While APFS is optimized for the Flash/SSD storage used in recent Mac computers, it can also be used with older systems with traditional hard disk drives (HDD) and external, direct-attached storage. macOS 10.13 or later supports APFS for both bootable and data volumes. 
APFS allocates disk space within a container (partition) on demand. When a single APFS container has multiple volumes, the container’s free space is shared and is automatically allocated to any of the individual volumes as needed. If desired, you can specify reserve and quota sizes for each volume. Each volume uses only part of the overall container, so the available space is the total size of the container, minus the size of all the volumes in the container. 
Choose one of the following APFS formats for Mac computers using macOS 10.13 or later. 
•APFS: Uses the APFS format. Choose this option if you don’t need an encrypted or case-sensitive format. 
•APFS (Encrypted): Uses the APFS format and encrypts the volume. 
•APFS (Case-sensitive): Uses the APFS format and is case-sensitive to file and folder names. For example, folders named “Homework” and “HOMEWORK” are two different folders. 
 support.apple.com 


Mac OS Extended

Choose one of the following Mac OS Extended file system formats for compatibility with Mac computers using macOS 10.12 or earlier. 
•Mac OS Extended (Journaled): Uses the Mac format (Journaled HFS Plus) to protect the integrity of the hierarchical file system. Choose this option if you don’t need an encrypted or case-sensitive format. 
•Mac OS Extended (Journaled, Encrypted): Uses the Mac format, requires a password, and encrypts the partition. 
•Mac OS Extended (Case-sensitive, Journaled): Uses the Mac format and is case-sensitive to folder names. For example, folders named “Homework” and “HOMEWORK” are two different folders. 
 support.apple.com 


Windows-compatible formats

Choose one of the following Windows-compatible file system formats if you are formatting a disk to use with Windows. 
•MS-DOS (FAT): Use for Windows volumes that are 32 GB or less. 
•ExFAT: Use for Windows volumes that are over 32 GB. 
See alsoPartition schemes available in Disk Utility on MacIntro to Disk Utility on MacMan page for diskutil 
 support.apple.com 
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